
REGULAR MEETING OF THE WEST BRANCH CITY COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER OF CITY 
HALL, 121 NORTH FOURTH STREET, MONDAY,  NOVEMBER 2, 2015. 
 

Mayor William Ehinger called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Mayor William Ehinger, Council Members Kim Ervans, Jim Hasty, Denise Lawrence, Dave Lucas, 
Timothy Schaiberger, and Rusty Showalter. 
 
Absent:  None. 
 
Other officers present:  City Manager Heather Grace, Clerk/Treasurer John Dantzer, Police Chief Ken 
Walters, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Michelle Frechette, and DPW Superintendent Dennis Jameson. 
 
All stood for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Grange Bell from the Ogemaw County Voice asked Council to close Houghton Ave one hour before the 
Christmas parade on December 12, 2015 for the Santa Walk.  He noted they had 44 children walked in it 
last year and were expecting a larger crowd this year.  He also noted they had flashlight donated to help 
make it brighter while they were walking and money raised from this will go to the Ogemaw Kids Club. 
 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER, TO CLOSE HOUGHTON AVE.  AT 6:00 PM 
ON DECEMBER 12, 2015 FOR THE SANTA WALK. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None                           
 
Absent – None 
 
Motion carried 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Manager Grace noted that as an addition to the agenda she wanted to ask Council about the possibility 
of combining Recreation Boards from the City, West Branch Township, and Ogemaw Township into one 
board to enhance the parks in all three areas.  Member Showalter noted that they have had troubles 
getting people on the boards and in many cases not enough to have quorums.  It was the consensus of 
the Council to reach out to the other townships to gauge their interest in this idea. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES AND SUMMARY 
OF THE WORK SESSION HELD OCTOBER 15, 2015, THE WORK SESSION HELD OCTOBER 26, 
2015, THE REGULAR MEETING HELD OCTOBER 19, 2015 AND THE SPECIAL MEETING, WITH 
CHANGES, HELD OCTOBER 26, 2015. 



 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None                           
 
Absent – None 
 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY EHINGER, TO RECEIVE AND FILE THE MINUTES OF THE 
WEST BRANCH REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 
28, 2105 AND THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 22, 
2015. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None  
 
Absent – None 

 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Manager Grace updated Council on the status of the flooring for Brenda Peters 
 
Manager Grace shared a request from the Science Olympiad looking for donations or support of their 
program.  Manager Grace noted that while they couldn’t donate money, they could put the flyer on the 
City’s Facebook page and website page if Council thought it would be alright.  It was the consensus of 
Council to allow Manager Grace to post the information on the City website and Facebook page. 
 
Manger Grace shared correspondence from the Huron Pines group from their last meeting. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Mayor Ehinger commended the job done on the sidewalk on the corner of First and Houghton. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Mayor Ehinger noted that they received notice from Gene and Pat Kelly that they were going to have to 
resign from their board positions because they are moving outside of the City’s limits. 
 

MOTION BY SCHAIBEGER, SECOND BY EHINGER TO ACCEPT WITH REGRET THE RESIGNATION 
OF GENE KELLY FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS AND 
PAT KELLEY FROM THE RECREATION COMMITTEE. 
 



Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 
 

No – None                           
 
Absent – None 
 
Motion carried 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Member Lawrence noted there was a fundraiser to raise money for food baskets for local families for 
Christmas and Thanksgiving on Sunday, November 8 from 12:00-6:00 at G’s Pizzeria., the signup for 
Christmas for Kids has begun at the local DHS offices, she attended the recent EMS meeting, and the 
next Christmas for Kids meeting was Monday, November 9, at 5:30 at Ritter’s Pizza. 
 
Member Ervans noted that he would like to meet with Dr. Kumar to go over their plans for the old police 
department and if he had any plans for around the river. 
 
Member Lucas asked about the status of the dog that had attacked and killed another dog in the City.  
Manager Grace noted that the dog was under an in home quarantine.  She further noted that they 
would need to meet with the Ogemaw County Commissioners to discuss the possibly of adjusting the 
County’s policy. 
 
Member Showalter noted that during his conversations with Dr. Kumar, Dr. Kumar had expressed 
interest in preserving the river banks.  Member Showalter also noted that the Kiwanis Variety Show is 
Nov. 21-22 at the Ogemaw Heights High School to raise money for kids and seniors in the area.  
 
Manger Grace shared some upcoming training opportunities available for Council to attend.  Member 
Showalter went over some of the training classes that are being offered. 
 
Manager Grace noted that she would like to host more online surveys to gauge interest on future 
projects from the citizens.  She asked Council if they had any issues with online surveys.  It was the 
consensus of Council to allow Manager Grace to use an online service to run online surveys. 
 

  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO PAY THE BILLS IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$82,409.88. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None  
 
Absent - None    

 
Motion carried 

 
  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 



 
Heather Johnson on behalf of the fireworks committee asked Council if they would be willing to host a 
Carnival for the Fourth of July weekend.  She noted that there was no cost for the carnival and that the 
carnival company would give the City part of the proceeds from sales that they would use to help fund 
future firework shows.  She further noted that they would have to let them know right away as they 
already have some communities with interest in hosting it.  Manager Grace noted that if they wanted to 
close down North Fourth St. and could get the carnival then she would send a letter to all businesses 
notifying them of the plans to see if they had any issues with it.  It was also noted that if this year was 
still not available then to notify them we would like the carnival next year. 

 
MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS, TO MOVE FORWARD WITH LOOKING INTO 
HAVING A CARNIVAL DOWNTOWN FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY CONTINGENT UPON THEM 
HAVING THE REQUIRED LIABILITY INSURANCE AND ONCE CONFIRMATION WAS RECEIVED ON 
THEIR AVAILIBILITY THEN COUNCIL WOULD BE UPDATED ON THE PLANS SO COUNCIL COULD 
APPROVE THE LOCATION SELECTED. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None  
 
Absent - None    

 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Manager Grace noted that she has had conversations about the Children’s Garden behind the Episcopal 
Church near the Riverwalk about adding a walkway/ ramp from the Riverwalk to the Garden.  She noted 
that there currently is some question as to who owns the land and that if the City were to get involved 
they would have to have the land deeded to the City in order for us to spend City funds on it.  Mayor 
Ehinger noted that he had conversations with the Pastor and he noted the Church does own the land 
and that they would be interested in deeding it to the City.   
   

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Manager Grace noted that she has had several people with questions on the railroad crossing closures 
and that she would recommend holding a public hearing so that people had an opportunity to express 
their opinions and answer questions.  It was the consensus of the Council to allow Manager Grace to 
schedule the public hearing on the railroad crossing closures. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
Mayor Ehinger read a letter submitted by Ed Crawford asking for forgiveness for part of  his sewer 
portion of his last bill to due to him leaving his hose on by accident in his flower garden and causing a 
higher than normal usage.  He noted that he was only asking for the sewer portion because the water 
went into the ground and not the sewer. 
 



MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LUCAS TO APPROVE THE ONE TIME FORGIVENESS OF 
THE INCREASED SEWER PORTION OF HIS LAST QUARTERS SEWER/WATER BILL. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None  
 
Absent - None 

 
Motion carried 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Manger Grace noted that she received notice from Larry Greer asking to purchase additional years of 
service for his retirement.  Manger Grace noted that she was still waiting on information from MERS and 
suggested tabling their decision until the she received that information.  Member Schaiberger asked if it 
would hurt him in any way if it was tabled and Manger Grace noted that it wouldn’t have any effect right 
now. 

 
MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO POSTPONE THE DECSION ON LARRY GREER 
PURCHAING ADDITIONAL YEARS OF SERVICE FOR RETIREMENT UNTIL MERS WAS ABLE TO 
PROVIDE US WITH THE INFORMATION REQUESTED ON THIS SUBJECT. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None  
 
Absent - None 

 
Motion carried 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Manger Grace submitted an Expressions Swing recommendation from the Recreation Committee. 
 

MOTION BY LUCAS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO NOT LOOK INTO THE SWING A THIS TIME 
DUE TO BUDGET CONCERNS IN THE PARK AND RECREATION BUDGET. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None  
 
Absent - None 

 
Motion carried 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 



Manger Grace updated Council on the rising cost at the recycling center due to the increased electronic 
CRT costs.  She further noted that her recommendation was to bill each Township for their portion of 
standard recycling and a separate bill for their portion of electronic CRT recycling there by being a more 
accurate billing system.  She further noted that if the donations received were not enough to cover the 
cost of the workers, then that would also be billed to each participating Township based on their usage. 
 

MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY ERVANS TO RESTRUCTURE THE RECYCLING CENTER 
BILLING STRUCTURE TO REFLECT A SEPARTE BILLING FOR STANDARD RECYLING AND 
ELECTRONIC CRT RECYCLING AS WELL AS INCLUDING THE COST OF THE WORKERS IF THE 
DONATIONS ARE NOT ENOUGH TO COVER THEIR LABOR COSTS. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None  
 
Absent - None 

 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Manger Grace has received some complaints on the current renters deposit program.  She noted that 
she believes the issue of a deposit to have water at a rental house should be between the renter and the 
landowner and not with the City.  Member Ervans noted that it is a disservice to make renters coming 
into our community have to pay this amount of money just to get water turned on and that it is not very 
welcoming.  He also noted that we do not require the same thing for a homeowner which doesn’t seem 
fair.  He further noted that he doesn’t have a problem with a deposit of some sort by more reasonable 
and a flat rate regardless of how many are in the home.  Member Schaiberger agreed that it doesn’t 
seem to be fair to a renter.  Member Lucas noted that if a renter doesn’t pay his bill then the water can 
be turner off and the landlord would be notified so he can take care of the issue at that time.  It was also 
noted that in either case the bill is the ultimately the responsibility of the landowner and if no one pays 
it, it would go onto the tax roll. Member Lawrence noted that it is a landlord tenant matter not a City 
matter and should be cancelled.   
 
Member Showalter requested to abstain from voting on this matter due to the fact that he is employed 
as a manager of an apartment complex and would have a conflict of interest. 
 

MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO ALLOW MEMBER SHOWALTER TO 
ABSTAIN FROM VOTING ON THIS ISSUE DUE TO A CONFLICT OF INTEREST. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Schaiberger,  

 
No – Lucas 
 
Abstain - Showalter  
 
Absent - None 

 



Motion carried 
 
Member Ervans made a motion to set the renters deposit at a flat rate of $100.  With their being no 
support, he withdrew his motion. 

 
MOTION BY ERVANS, SECOND BY SCHAIBERGER TO WITHDRAW THE CURRENT RENTERS 
DEPOSIT PROGRAM ALTOGETHER. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger,  

 
No – None 
 
Abstain - Showalter  
 
Absent - None 

 
Motion carried 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
   
Manager Grace submitted the second reading for amendments to the Utilities Ordinance which read as 
follows and noted that it will take effect 15 days from the date of publishing in the paper once 
approved: 
 

§ 151.051  UTILITIES AND IMPROVEMENTS. 

The improvements set forth under this subchapter are to be considered as the minimum 

acceptable standard.  Those improvements for which standards are not specifically set forth shall 

be established by the City Council with assistance from the City Engineer, or other experts, as 

may be contracted by the City for such services.  The current M.D.S.H. and State Health 

Department requirements will also be applicable. 

 

(A)  Street pavement.  Street improvements shall be provided by the proprietor in accordance 

with standards and specifications of the City Engineer, or other experts, as may be contracted by 

the City for such services, and the following schedule: 

 

Street Type  Pavement Width  

Major Street  In accordance with standards and specifications established by the City Engineer  

Local Street 37-feet to 44-feet  

Industrial & Commercial Service Streets       27-feet to 44-feet  

Multiple-family Street  37-feet  



Boulevard Street  Dual 22-foot pavement separated by a 20-foot island  

Alleys  20-feet  

Cul-de-sac Street (outside radius) 

- Industrial 

- Residential  -- 

65-feet 

50-feet 

  

(B)  Storm drainage.  All streets shall have enclosed storm drainage sewers in accordance with 

standards and specifications prescribed by the City Engineer, or other experts, as may be 

contracted by the City for such services.  Where County drains are included in the proposed plat 

a letter or document of approval shall be submitted by the proprietor from the County Drain 

Commissioner and other public agencies that have jurisdiction. 

 

(C)  Sanitary sewage system.  A public sanitary sewer system shall be constructed and the sewer 

size, type, grade and other appurtenances of the system shall be constructed in conformance with 

the standards and specifications prescribed by the City Engineer, or other experts, as may be 

contracted by the City for such services. 

 

(D)  Water system.  A public water supply system shall be required and water mains, fire 

hydrants and necessary water system appurtenances shall be constructed in such a manner as to 

adequately serve all lots shown on the plat both for domestic use and fire protection.  Standards 

and specifications shall be prescribed by the City Engineer, or other experts, as may be 

contracted by the City for such services. 

 

(E)  Curbs and gutters.  Roll or batter curbs shall be constructed on all streets shown on the plat 

in accordance with standards and specifications of the City Engineer, or other experts, as may be 

contracted by the City for such services. 

 

(F)  Sidewalks.  Concrete sidewalks may be constructed along both sides of all streets shown on 

the plat including major and secondary streets.  Where the average width of lots, as measured at 

the building setback line, is over 100 feet, sidewalks shall be required on one side only and 

provided further that sidewalks may not be required along commercial or industrial service 

streets.  Sidewalks where constructed shall ordinarily be five feet in width and [ ] placed one 



foot off the property line.  Sidewalks shall be constructed in accordance with standards and 

specifications prescribed by the City Engineer, or other experts, as may be contracted by the 

City for such services. 

 

(G)  Trees.  Street trees shall be planted between curb and sidewalk in accordance with the 

following schedule for all residential lots: 

(1)  Lots with street frontage of 65 feet or less shall have a minimum of one tree. 

(2)  Lots with street frontage of 120  feet or more shall have a minimum of two trees per lot. 

(3)  Minimum tree size shall be 1-1/2 to two inches in diameter as measured six inches above the 

ground. 

(4)  The selection of variety, spacing and planting of all trees shall be done in accordance with 

standards and specifications of the City. 

 

(H)  Street signs.  For the proper identification of streets, the proprietor shall provide and erect 

street signs and traffic-control signs meeting the standards of the City and State. 

 

(I)  Street lights.  Street lights shall be provided in accordance with standards and specifications 

of the Consumers Power Company, or its successor. 

 

(J)  Underground wiring.  The proprietor shall make arrangements for all lines for telephone, 

electric, television and other similar services distributed by wire or cable to be placed 

underground entirely throughout a subdivided area, (except for major street right-of-way, if in 

agreement with the utility company and the City Engineer, or other experts, as may be 

contracted by the City for such services) and such conduits or cables shall be placed within 

private easements provided to such service companies by the developer or within dedicated 

public ways, provided only that overhead lines may be permitted upon written recommendation 

of the City Engineer, or other experts, as may be contracted by the City for such services, and 

the approval of the City Council at the time of final plat approval where it is determined that 

overhead lines will not constitute a fare, plat design and character of the subdivision.  All such 

facilities placed in dedicated public ways shall be planned so as not to conflict with other 

underground utilities.  All these facilities shall be constructed in accordance with standards of 

construction approved by the Michigan Public Service Commission.  All drainage and 

underground utility installations which traverse privately owned property shall be protected by 

easements granted by the proprietor. 

 



(K)  Site plan, along with copper piping or metal trace wire required.  All construction or 

installation of private utility hookups and pipes for water and/or sewer occurring within the 

City of West Branch must be preceded by submission to the Zoning Administrator of a site 

plan, drawn to scale, demonstrating with reasonable accuracy the location of such utility 

hookups and pipes on the property, so as to enable the Department of Public Works to be able 

to locate the same by reviewing the site plan.  Once a site plan is approved, work must be 

completed within 6 months of the approval, or another site plan must be submitted.  In 

addition, once work is completed, photographic evidence demonstrating compliance with the 

site plan must also be submitted to City Hall within 90 days of the project completion, with 

said photographs demonstrating, with reasonable accuracy, the final location of any and all 

water/sewer installations.  All construction or installation of private utility hookups and pipes 

for water and/or sewer occurring within the City of West Branch must also either utilize 

copper implements, which is preferred, or include a metal trace wire of sufficient size so as to 

allow the Department of Public Works to be able to locate the water and/or sewer hookups and 

pipes through the above-ground utilization of a standard-grade metal detector. 

 

(L)  Fees and Penalties for Turning Off Water Services.  Service requests made of the 

Department of Public Works to turn water services off for general purposes, such as seasonal 

winterization may be billed at the rate of $30.00 per service call, or such other rate as may be 

subsequently set by resolution of Council.  When water service must be turned off by the 

Department of Public Works for failure to timely pay City water bills, the party responsible for 

the water bill shall be billed $100.00, or such other rate as may be subsequently set by 

resolution of Council, to compensate the City for the increased administrative expenses 

associated with that type of shut off, as well as the time expended by the Department of Public 

Works in the effectuation of the shut off.  Water services generally will not be turned back on 

until all past water bills have been paid, including any billings related to water turn off fees. 

 

(Ord. 119, passed 11-4-74) Penalty, see §151.999 

 

§ 151.051  COMPLETION AND ACCEPTANCE FOR MAINTENANCE. 

(A)  Certification by the developer's engineer.  The proprietor's engineer shall furnish the City a 

letter or document indicating satisfactory completion of the required improvements. 

 

(B)  Inspection by the proprietor's engineer and the City Engineer, or other experts, as may be 

contracted by the City for such services.  After the completion of the construction of the streets 

and other related facilities, the City Engineer, or other experts, as may be contracted by the City 

for such services, will conduct a final inspection.  This inspection shall be made in conjunction 



with the proprietor's  Engineer to assure the subdivision is completed according to the approved 

plans and specifications. 

 

(C)  Partial acceptance.  In no case will a partial acceptance of any street in the subdivision be 

made for maintenance. 

 

(Ord. 119, passed 11-4-74) Penalty, see §151.999 

MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY LAWRENCE TO ACCEPT THE SECOND READING OF 
AMENDED UTILITIES ORDINANCE. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None  
 
Absent - None 

 
Motion carried 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Manager Grace submitted the second reading for amendments to the weed control ordinance which 
read as follows and noted that it will take effect 15 days from the date of publishing in the paper once 
accepted. 
 

§ 153.08  WEED AND BRUSH CONTROL. 

(A)  Definitions.  As used herein, the following terms shall be defined as follows: 

(1)  Developed property.  Property, which has a building(s) or structure(s), either partially or 

completely finished, located thereon. 

(2)  Noxious weeds. Noxious weeds shall include Canada thistle (Circium arvense), dodders (any 

species of Cuscuta), mustards (charlock, block mustard and Indian mustard, species of Brassica 

of Sinapis), wild carrot (Daucas carota), bindweed (convolvulus arvensis), perennial sow thistle 

(Sonchus arvensis) hoary alyssum (Berteroa incana), ragweed (ambrosia elatior 1), poison ivy 

(rhus toxicodendron), poison sumac (toxicodendron vernix), together with all other noxious 

weeds as designated by State, County or City statute or ordinance. 

(3)  Miscellaneous debris.  Miscellaneous debris shall be that debris such as wood, metal, 

synthetic materials, glass, wire, brush, rubbish, or other refuse matter that must be removed in 

order to allow the cutting and removal of noxious weeds or grass. 



(4)  Undeveloped property.  Property, which has no building or structure, located thereon.  

Undeveloped property shall include vacant lots within a platted subdivision for purposes of this 

ordinance. 

 

(B)  Noxious Weeds and Grass Growth Prohibited. 

(1)  Undeveloped Property. 

(a)  No person owning any undeveloped property shall permit or maintain on such premises any 

growth of noxious weeds; nor any growth of grass or other rank vegetation to a greater height 

than six (6) inches on the average; nor any accumulation of miscellaneous debris on any 

undeveloped property. 

(b)  No person owning undeveloped property located within a platted subdivision with at least 60 

percent (60%) of the lots developed shall permit or maintain within the public right-of-way 

adjoining such premises any growth of noxious weeds; nor any growth of grass or other rank 

vegetation to a greater height than six (6) inches on the average; nor any accumulation of 

miscellaneous debris. 

(2)  Developed Property.  No person owning any developed property shall permit or maintain on 

any such premises any growth of noxious weeds; nor any growth of grass or other rank 

vegetation to a great height than six (6) inches on the average; nor any accumulation of 

miscellaneous debris on any developed property. 

 

(C)  Duty of Owner(s).  It shall be the duty of the owner(s) of any premises within the City, to 

cut and remove or destroy by lawful means all such noxious weeds, grass and other rank 

vegetation and to remove the accumulation of any miscellaneous debris as often as may be 

necessary to comply with the provisions contained herein. 

 

(D)  Noncompliance; Remedy of City.  If the owner(s) of any premises notified to abate a 

nuisance resulting from a violation of the provisions of this Chapter after receiving the required 

notice of a violation as set forth in (F), the City Manager or his or her agent shall through the 

Department of Public Works or contract laborer, cause all such noxious weeds and grass to be 

cut or destroyed, along with the removal of any accumulation of miscellaneous debris, upon 

lands of the person not complying with the provisions hereof.  The city shall keep an accurate 

account of all expenses incurred with respect to each parcel of land entered upon in carrying out 

the provisions of this subsection and shall make a sworn statement of said account. 

 

(E)  Collection from Property Owner(s).  All expenses incurred in connection with the cutting 

and removal of noxious weeds and grass, including additional administrative fees and penalty 

fines, as set forth below, and all administrative expenses incurred for publication, inspection, 



enforcement and administrative costs shall be paid by the owner(s) of the property and shall be a 

lien against the premises and collected in the manner prescribed in Act No. 359 of the Public 

Acts of 1941, ad amended and Chapter 11 of the West Branch City Charter. 

 

(F)  Notice of Requirements. 

(1)  General Notice.  The City Clerk shall each year give notice of the requirements and 

provisions of this subsection by publishing a notice thereof either on the City website or in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the City of West Branch, with such notice preferably 

taking place on or before the 15th day of May of each year. 

 

(G)  Exemptions.  Trees and wooded areas, flower and/or vegetable gardens, vegetation planted 

for ornamental purposes and/or agricultural purposes, plots of shrubbery, and flood plain areas or 

portions thereof determined not to be mowable by the City Manager of his/her designee are 

exempt from this subsection.  Such exemption for garden areas and agricultural purposes cannot 

be claimed unless the land has been cultivated and cared for in a manner appropriate to such 

categories. 

 

(H)  Administrative fees and expenses.  In addition to the actual costs associated with any 

mowings actually performed by the City or its agents pursuant to this chapter, the City may 

also bill the property owner for all estimated administrative costs associated with such 

mowings, including costs for publication, inspection, and enforcement, among other 

administrative costs.  Furthermore, on top of the actual cost of the mowing and the 

administrative costs associated with the mowing, an additional penalty fee of $50.00 per 

occurence, or such other amount as may be subsequently set by resolution of Council, may be 

also assessed and charged to the property owner. 

 

(I)  Standard brush pickups.  Standard brush pickups by the Department of Public Works may 

be offered to homeowners, so long as the City chooses to offer such services.  However, for 

homeowners to avoid being charged for the service, homeowners must strictly comply with any 

rules for such pickups as may be established by this ordinance, resolution of Council, or an 

administrative policy issued by the City Manager.  All standard brush pickups, unless 

approved otherwise in writing by the City Manager, must be placed curbside, between the 

sidewalk and street, or as near the street as possible where no sidewalk exists, but in no 

circumstance shall the placement of brush for pickup impede foot traffic, vehicle traffic, or the 

vision of travelers traversing either the sidewalk or street.  In no circumstance is brush to be 

placed in the street or on a sidewalk.  All standard brush pickups, unless otherwise approved 

in writing by the City Manager, may not include full branches or tree limbs, pieces greater 

than 4” in diameter, or amounts deemed by the DPW Superintendent to be amounting to 



approximately a full tree worth of brush, as removals of full trees and/or large amounts/pieces 

of brush remain the sole responsibility of the home owner, absent written permission 

otherwise from the City Manager.  All standard brush pickups, unless otherwise approved in 

writing by the City Manager or subsequently amended by Council resolution or administrative 

policy change, will occur on or around the last Monday of each month, with property owners 

being allowed to place brush curbside only during the two-day period prior to the last Monday 

of the month.  Violators of of any portion of this section are subject to removal of offending 

brush by the Department of Public Works, or its agent, with or without prior notice to the 

property owner, with the property owner being responsible for all actual costs associated with 

such removal, including administrative costs, along with a penalty fee of $50.00, or such other 

amount as may subsequently be set by resolution of Council.  Costs and fees associated with 

the provision may become a lien on the property if unpaid within 30 days of a request for 

payment being submitted to the property owner. 

 

(J)  Additional brush pickups.  All brush pickups other than those classified as “standard 

brush pickups” must be scheduled in advance of the brush being placed curbside.  Such 

additional brush pickups may be scheduled by contacting City Hall during regular business 

hours, providing an accurate approximation of the location and quantity of brush to be picked 

up, and the payment in advance of the estimated costs associated with the pickup, including 

administrative costs and a “convenience fee” of $25.00.  Additional brush pickups are not a 

guaranteed service, and are only provided at the discretion of the DPW Superintendent.  

Additional fees may be charged and billed for costs that exceed those originally billed and paid 

by the property owner. 

(Ord. 11-03, passed 4-18-2011; Am. Ord. 12-04, passed 4-2-2012) 

 
MOTION BY SCHAIBERGER, SECOND BY SHOWALTER TO ACCEPT THE SECOND READING OF 
AMENDED WEED AND BRUSH ORDINANCE. 
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None  
 
Absent - None 

 
Motion carried 

 
 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Manager Grace noted that there were still buildings that Council could approve repairs for it they 
wanted to. 
 



MOTION BY SHOWALTER, SECOND BY LUCAS TO POSTPONE ANY FURTHER DECISIONS ON 
REPAIRS AT THIS TIME.  
 
Yes – Ehinger, Ervans, Hasty, Lawrence, Lucas, Schaiberger, Showalter 

 
No – None  
 
Absent - None 

 
Motion carried 

 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

 
Chief Walters noted that he has been working with the Christmas for Kids program and has secured 
funding for this year’s shop with a cop program by getting a $2,500 grant.  He further noted that part of 
the grant will go towards digital cameras they need for work and the rest will go towards funding the 
shopping program. 
 
DPW Superintendent updated Council on the hardness of the City’s water and noted that all of the trees 
are planted from the Consumers Power tree grant that was received. 
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 
 
Mayor Ehinger adjourned the meeting at 7:47 pm. 
 
 
 
_______________________________                                 ___________________________________ 
William Ehinger, Mayor                                                            John Dantzer, Clerk 
 


